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Relative sea level rise in Virginia 

• Global sea level rise (2 - 4 mm/yr) 

– Melting ice caps 

– Warming (expanding) ocean water 

• Land sinking  (1 – 3 mm/yr) 

– Isostatic glacial rebound 

– Local subsidence  

• Ground water withdraw 

• Meteor crater sediment compaction 

• Ocean circulation 
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Chesapeake Bay impact crater 
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http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov 
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Recurrent Flooding Study 
FINDINGS 

1. flooding is bad 
and becoming 
worse 

2. risk varies 

3. planning data is 
lacking 

4. options require 
time for 
implementation 



Recurrent Flooding Study 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

• delayed action will only increase 
impacts and costs 

• state should take a lead role 
because 
– flooding is a cross-jurisdictional 

issue 

– prioritization of efforts requires a 
standard assessment protocol 

– localities do not feel enables to 
address all issues 



Recurrent Flooding Study 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

• state should quantify extent 
of flooding threats 

• state should develop a 
comprehensive state strategy 

• General Assembly should 
review/enable necessary 
authorities of local 
governments 
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